Introduction
The knowledge ofthe composition ofthe antigenic sites ofthe lysozyme molecule has changed considerably since the first studies of acetic acid (7) and neutral buffered formaldehyde] and two histo-ificity.
Our findings support the contention that amino groups are also an important factor in antigen-antibody binding, even in fixed tissue. Fixatives influence the binding process in many ways, with acetylation producing a more successful result than nitrosation in tissue fixed in Bouin without acetic acid, whereas the reverse is true in formaldehyde-fixed tissue. 
(J Histochem

Fixation and Embedding Procedures
The specimens (0.5 )( 0.2 cm) obtained from the surgical samples were fixed immediately after receipt in Bouin without acetic acid for 2 hr at room temperature, to preserve the structure ofthe Paneth cell granules (7) . 
Blockade ofEndogenous Peroxidase
The blockade of endogenous peroxidase and pseudoperoxidase was done with 0.5% hydrogen peroxide solution for 30 min(11). Theslideswere washed thoroughly with distilled water and TBS before proceeding to the immunoperoxidase method as previously described.
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Formaldehyde-fixed Tissues
The specific signal for lysozyme was weaken in these tissues than in specimens fixed in Bouin without acetic acid, and the I 1600 dilution was the highest that could be used, displaying only a very weak reaction in Paneth cells or the lamina propnia mononucleocytes (Tables  3 and 4 ).
Paneth
CeHs. The behavior ofthe mononucleocytes is more uniform with formaldehyde than with Bouin fixation, and acetylation also seems to be more effective than nitrosation in formaldehyde- 
:
.'.--: . Their aim was to find a way to protect amino groups during embedding in plastics.
In their pilot studies they used cryostat sections and immunofluorescence, and found out that amino groups are involved in the formation of antigenic determinants.
To reverse this blockade they tried empirically several proteases, which are very nonspecific, as stated by the authors themselves.
The blocking procedunes used in this work are more specific, from both a chemical and a histochemical point of view, but at least in theory they are not the only procedures that might be used. They represent, however, our first attempt to obtain a deeper understanding of the antigen-antibody reaction in fixed material, which, we believe, must be somewhat different from the physiological reaction that takes place in living organisms.
